Message

From: Stoops, Thomas [TStoops@mt.gov]

Sent: 10/30/2017 11:11:54 PM

To: Cirian, Mike [Cirian.Mike@epa.gov]

Subject: RE: RE Sen. Tester's request of New Regional EPA Administrator

And the only one | get to have today!

From: Cirian, Mike [mailto:Cirian.Mike@epa.gov]

Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 5:09 PM

To: Stoops, Thomas

Subject: Re: RE Sen. Tester's request of New Regional EPA Administrator

That's a really good question.
Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 30, 2017, at 5:08 PM, Stoops, Thomas <TStoops@mt.gov> wrote:

And that work would be what?

From: Cirian, Mike [mailto:Cirian.Mike@epa.qov]

Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 3:51 PM

To: Dewitt, Lisa; Stoops, Thomas

Subject: FW: RE Sen. Tester's request of New Regional EPA Administrator

Here is request | forwarded to our PIO folks. Thought you may be interested? Here is a statement from
the email.

“Tester is also emphasizing that the EPA must do more work in Libby as a result of pollution
from vermiculite mines operated by W.R. Grace.”

Mike Cirian, PE

Libby On-site Project Manager
US EPA

108 East 9th Street

Libby, MT 59923

{406) 293-6134 Office

From: John Blodgett <jblodgett@thewesternnews.com>

Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2017 6:00 PM

To: Jennifer Harrison; Michael Cirian

Subject: RE Sen. Tester's request of New Regional EPA Administrator

Hi Jennifer/Mike,

Does the EPA have a response to Sen. tester the letter referred to below, in particular as it
pertains to Libby?
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—————————— Forwarded message ----------
From: Kuntz, Dave (Tester) <Dave Kuntz@tester.senate.gov>
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

October 27, 2017

Marneé Banks | 202.604.5521
Dave Kuntz | 202.224.8544
Luke Jackson | 406.702.5484

Tester Calls for New Regional EPA Administrator to Hold Public Listening
Sessions in Montana Next Week
Senator: Montana Has Too Often Slipped Off the EPA’s Radar

(Big Sandy, Mont.)—U.S. Senator Jon Tester today called on the new Regional Administrator of
the EPA to hold public listening sessions while in Montana next week.

Tester is urging Region 8 Administrator Doug Benevento to meet with Montanans in Butte,
Anaconda, Libby, and Columbia Falls to discuss the EPA’s progress and address the distrust of
the agency in these communities. In a letter to Benevento, Tester emphasized the importance
of meeting with Montanans and unscored the need to fully hold corporations accountable for
cleanup.

“It is critical that you gain firsthand knowledge of the unique challenges within each
community so you can address them immediately,” Tester said. “Montana has too often
slipped off your Agency’s radar, leaving Montanans to clean up the messes of big
corporations. By visiting our state, you will see the resilience of our communities and the
urgent need to defend our clean air and water, which are the backbone of our state’s
economy.”

Tester is demanding that Benevento move quicker to test lead levels in schools, increase
transparency in consent decree negotiations, and strengthen public involvement in the EPA’s
actions in Butte and Anaconda.

Tester is also emphasizing that the EPA must do more work in Libby as a resulit of pollution from
vermiculite mines operated by W.R. Grace. Tester is calling on Benevento to sit down with
families in Libby and do more to ensure W.R. Grace is held accountable for the full cost of the
cleanup.

Tester also told Benevento in the letter that Glencore has misled the community of Columbia
Falls regarding the cleanup of the Columbia Falls Aluminum Company site, which was listed as a
Superfund site last year. Tester is encouraging Benevento to meet with Columbia Falls leaders
about the cleanup of the industrial site along the Flathead River.

Region 8 of the EPA consists of Montana, Wyoming, Utah, Colorado, North Dakota, and South
Dakota.
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Tester’s letter to Benevento is available HERE.

Hit#

John M. Blodgett | Editor, Sr. Reporter and Photojournalist
The Western News

311 California Avenue

Libby, MT 59923

Office: (406)-293-4124

Cell: (801)-560-3752
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